
1. What is WEATHER HELM? 
a. A special damper added to the helm in rough weather 
b. A self steering wind vane arrangement used in long trips 
c. The tendency of a sailboat to want to point into the wind. 
d. watch period in which the weather is deteriorating. 

 
2. Where would you find a CLEW? 

a. The corner of the sail which is at the lower corner downwind from the mast. 
b. The lower corner nearest to the mast. 
c. A strong clip like device that secures the outhaul. 
d. In a Sherlock Holmes novel. 

 
3. What is the CAMBER of a sail? 

a. Angle of attack 
b. Fabric used to reinforce its corners 
c. The Bulge of a sail 
d. A protective sail cover made from heavy fabric 

 
4. If you are tightening the outhaul you are… 

a. Tensioning the foot of the mainsail. 
b. Insuring the rudders do not kick up. 
c. Supporting the boom with an adjustable block and tackle system. 
d. Working with the traveler system. 

 
5. While sailing close hauled, the windward telltale on the jib dances up and the leeward 

telltale flies straight. To get them both flying straight again you should: 
a. Head up towards the wind. 
b. Head down and away from the wind. 
c. It is impossible for both leeward and windward tales to fly straight on this point 

of sail. 
d. Adjust the location of the telltales as they are placed on the sail. 

 
6. “Apparent wind” is: 

a. The wind as it purely exists. 
b. The wind speed as it relates to where it just was and where it will likely go next. 
c. another term for “wind chill factor”. 
d. The wind as it exists combined with the wind generated from your movement. 

 
7. A “block” in sailing means 

a. Stealing another sailor’s wind 
b. A wooden shim 
c. A pulley 
d. A fastener that secures running rigging to standing rigging 



8. 15 seconds before the gun, Blue is close hauled to the Boat End and Red is reaching in, 
Both on Starboard. If no one moves they will collide.  

  

Is Red entitled to room here? 

a. Yes 
b. No 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9. Green is holding still by luffing at the line. Red is heading to pass her stern on starboard 

but Blue comes from above, also on starboard and calls for water. 
 

  
  
Should Red keep clear? 

a. Yes 
b. No 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10. When racing at Salterns, what is the most important rule: 

a. Have fun? 
b. Wear a buoyancy aid? 
c. Avoid a collision? 
d. All of the above? 

 

 


